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Dear Parents and Carers,

My intention to retire.

I am writing to let you know that I have made the decision to retire from my position as Headteacher of Belmont School at the end of the Spring term 2027, on Wednesday 7th April.

This is not a decision I have taken lightly. I have very much enjoyed my time at Belmont and feel extremely privileged to have had the opportunity to lead the school. I have spent a great deal of time considering when the right moment would be to step away, and I now feel that the end of the Spring term is the right time for me, both personally and professionally.

I want to reassure parents and carers that my decision does not diminish my commitment to Belmont. I remain fully committed to the school and its pupils for the remainder of my time here, and there is a great deal that I want us to achieve before the end of the Spring term.

I am particularly proud of the progress Belmont has made during my time as Headteacher. We have strengthened leadership, curriculum, teaching and learning, safeguarding and the wider systems and direction of the school. Most importantly, I am proud of the progress made by our pupils.

Working in a specialist SEMH school is both hugely rewarding and, at times, challenging. Our pupils need adults who understand them, believe in them and are prepared to see beyond the behaviours and difficulties that can sometimes get in the way of their education. I have been privileged to see so many members of staff do exactly that.

The relationships between our pupils and staff are at the heart of Belmont. I have seen countless examples of patience, compassion, determination and kindness, often in circumstances that are far from easy. I know how much our staff care about the young people in their charge, and I want to pay tribute to them for the commitment they show every day.

I would also like to thank you, as parents and carers, for the trust you place in us. Choosing a specialist school for your child is an important decision, and I have always been conscious of the responsibility that comes with that trust. I have greatly valued the conversations I have had with parents during my time at Belmont. Your commitment to your children and your desire to see them succeed is something we share completely.

There will be plenty of time over the coming months to manage the transition carefully, and I will work closely with the leadership team, governors and colleagues to ensure that the school remains focused on providing the best possible education, care and support for our pupils.

I have always believed that being a Headteacher is about being a custodian of a school rather than its owner. My responsibility is to leave Belmont in a strong position for the next Headteacher and, most importantly, to ensure that the needs and interests of our pupils remain at the centre of everything we do.

I will leave Belmont with enormous affection for the school and its community. I have been immensely proud to be Headteacher, and I will look back on my time here with great fondness.

Thank you for your continued support, your trust and, above all, for allowing us the privilege of working with your children.

With very best wishes,



Devin Cassidy, Headteacher
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